01

About Us

02

Why Donate Blood?

03

Types of Donations

04

Basics on Hosting a Blood Drive

05

Donation Process

06

Blood Types

07

Frequently Asked Questions

Mississippi Blood Services (MBS) is a not-for-profit blood
service founded in 1979. Our mission is to provide a safe and
adequate supply of voluntarily donated blood and blood
components for patients in hospitals and to offer related
services to our hospitals and other medical facilities.
MBS is the only FDA licensed blood center headquartered in
Mississippi created to manage our state's blood supply. We
service hospitals across the state.
MBS operates nine drawing centers across the State of
Mississippi with distribution hubs in Jackson, Oxford and
Cleveland. MBS supplies a safe and adequate supply of blood
and blood products to over 40 hospitals in Mississippi.
MBS is licensed by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
accredited by the American Association of Blood Banks
(AABB), a founding member of Blood Centers of America, Inc.
(BCA/hemerica), a member of America's Blood Centers (ABC),
and a member of the South Central Association of Blood
Banks (SCABB).

One donation can help two or more patients in need.
Each donation can be separated into more than one blood product including but
not limited to red blood cells, plasma, and platelets.
Approximately three percent of the U.S. population donates blood each year.
A blood transfusion occurs in the U.S. every two seconds.
More than 15 million RBCs, platelets, and plasma were transfused in 2019,
averaging nearly 42,000 blood components used by patients daily.
More than a quarter of the U.S. blood supply is used by patients battling cancer.
Transfusions are needed in the U.S. in 1 out of every 83 births.
Pediatric patients in the U.S. used 652,00 blood components.
About 1 in 13 African-American babies are born with sickle cell trait (SCT).
One in three African American blood donors are a match for a sickle cell patient.

Whole Blood Donation
When you donate whole blood, one pint is taken during donation. This is the traditional way of
donating and draws a pint of blood containing red blood cells, white blood cells, platelets and
plasma at one time. You can donate whole blood every 56 days.

Double Red Cell Donation

This approach enables donors to donate two units of red blood cells at one visit, saving time
on paperwork, travel, phone calls and the number of finger sticks per year. Most donors are
happy to know that a smaller needle is used and do not mind that the procedure takes
approximately 15-20 minutes longer than a whole blood donation.
You can donate double red cells every 16 weeks or 112 days.
There are some special requirements when you donate double red cells:
Donors must be in good health, be at least 16 years old and have a minimum hematocrit
of 40%.
Males must weigh 130 pounds and be at least 5’1”,
Females must weigh 150 pounds and be at least 5’5".

Platelet Donation
Apheresis is a special kind of automated donation that allows whole blood to be withdrawn
from the donor and separated into its component parts via a cell separator. All components,
except for the platelets, are returned to the donor. This procedure takes approximately 1.5 to
2 hours.
Platelets are essential for blood clotting and often used by patients with bleeding disorders
such as leukemia and aplastic anemia. You can donate platelets every 14 days. If you have
donated whole blood, you must wait at least 14 days before you can donate platelets.

01

Before the Drive
Work with your Mississippi Blood Services representative throughout the
process.
Set the date well in advance, avoiding scheduling conflicts with other
major events in your organization.
Select a location. Does your facility have a room that can be dedicated to a
blood drive or would a donor coach better suit your needs?
Recruit volunteers to help you sign up donors.
Sign up donors, using the Mississippi Blood Services online scheduling
system – this will help you keep track of your signups and offer donor
reminders.
Advertise the drive through newsletters, bulletin boards, hallways and
elevators, your organization’s intranet, social media pages, and via email.
Mississippi Blood Services can provide you with posters, flyers, table tents
and/or electronic images.
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Day of the Drive
Arrive early to meet the team. We’ll arrive up to 1 hour prior to the first
appointment in order to set up.
Be available throughout the day in case the Mississippi Blood Services
drive supervisor needs your assistance.
Send reminders or make calls to scheduled donors, especially those who
miss their appointments.
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After the Drive
Get your drive results from your Mississippi Blood Services representative.
They can share with you how many units were collected relative to your
goal.
Celebrate success by sharing your results with your donors and
acknowledging everyone’s participation in the drive. Reinforcing
everyone’s positive experience sets the stage for making your drive an
annual event!
Provide feedback to Mississippi Blood Services so we can continue our
efforts to make blood drives a positive experience for organizations and
donors.
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Schedule an Appointment
Sign up using the link provided by the marketing recruiter.
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Donor History Questionnaire
Complete your donor history before your donation.
The link can be found at msblood.com.
Must be completed same day as donation.
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Registration

Give your name, address and a form of photo identification.
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Screening
A phlebotomist will preform a wellness check to ensure
you are healthy enough to donate.
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Donation
A phlebotomist will draw your blood; the actual blood
donation takes around 10 minutes.
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Refreshments
It is important to eat and drink after a blood donation. We
provide an assortment of snacks and beverages for donors
and ask that you wait 10 minutes before leaving the
donation site.

What is the prevalence of each blood type among
the U.S. population?

What is the prevalence of each blood type by race
among the U.S. population?

What Makes You Eligible to Donate Blood?
To donate blood you must be healthy and feeling well, be at least 110 lbs
and at least 17 years old (or 16 with parental consent).

Blood Testing and Results
1. Your blood will be tested to ensure it is safe to give to patients in need.
2. You will also be able to log into your donor portal to view your
temperature, blood pressure, pulse, hemoglobin and cholesterol.

Are Test Results Confidential?
Yes, only you will have access to test results.

Does Donating Blood Hurt?
You may feel a slight sting at the very beginning that lasts only a second,
but there should be no discomfort during the donation itself.

What is the Waiting Period Regarding Blood Donation
After Having COVID-19?
You must wait at least 10 days and be symptom-free.

For more information on making blood donations, blood types, or deferrals,
please visit msblood.com

Main Center
115 Tree Street | Flowood, MS 39232
(601)981-3232

Cleveland Center
609 N. Davis, Suite 101B | Cleveland, MS 38732
(662) 441-2870

Oxford Center
2627 West Oxford Loop #C | Oxford, MS 38655
(662) 234-0363

Find a Blood Drive or Center
Near You or Schedule Your
Appointment Online!

MSBLOOD.COM
(888) 90-BLOOD or (888)902-5663

Save Time by Completing Your
Donor History Questionnaire Online!
(Must be completed the same day of you
scheduled donation)

